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Without hesitation he had thrown in all his weight
on the Greek side. He ignored the experts who warned
him of failure and even M. Venizelos, who in late 1919
told him that Greece could not stand too great a strain.
When the facts became obvious, he still refused to see
them. The vision that he had seen was magnificent,
but it was false in the most vital essentials. The Greeks
did not possess the art of ruling. They had neither
the ability nor the resources to carry out the great role
assigned to them. Mr. Lloyd George chose a weapon
that broke in his hand.
As a warning came three severe blows. As the result
of a fantastic combination of incidents King Alexander
died on the 25th of October, 1920, from the effects
of the bite of a monkey. The Greeks recalled King
Constantine and his German wife, and ejected M.
Venizelos. The French had long since ceased to aid
the Greeks and were actively helping the Turks. They
seized this opportunity to repudiate officially their
support of Greece.
The Bolsheviks defeated the armies of General Wran-
gel, and so chased out of Southern Russia the last of
the anti-revolutionary forces. Mustapha Kemal and
the Bolsheviks formed an alliance and portioned out
Armenia between them.
The ejection of M. Venizelos from Greece and the
defeat of General Wrangel were due to a common
cause. In both cases the Allies had interfered in the
private quarrels of other states, and by their interference
ensured the success of their enemies and the failure
of their proteges. They had not so much backed the